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DIGGING IN AND PUSHING THROUGH  
Stephen Budai; Chairman Auckland Football Federation 

Referees  
As we begin to dig in for the 2010 winter, I 
wish to express my many thanks to the referees 

for their commitment and fortitude that has 

been di splayed in meeting the demand s of a 
winter sport.  

Our strength of purpose and resolve to achieve 
often increases in proportion to the obstacles 

we encounter.  
 

At thi s time of year many of us have to face the 

obstacles of the weather ïthe cold, wet and the 
mud ; injuries , and postponements.  

My thanks goes to all those who face these 
obstacles by leaving warm homes, families and 

social events in order to be part of football as a 

referee.  
 

Some referees  have recovered  from injuries, 
others have just become inju red.  

The pain and the discomfort throughout the 

heal ing  process is often not easy, especially 
when  the demands and responsibilities of 

working have to be met  also!  
 

Injuries thin the ranks and we are grateful for 
those who take on more games to make up fo r 

the loss!  

One of the biggest obstacles to over come after 
an injury , is the knowledge that one may not 

referee for the rest of the season ï case in point 
the Sheriff! (Wayne Buchanan)  

 

If refereeing is not an option because games are cancelled, then I wo uld encourage members to 
look for a senior game that may require a fourth official.  

Or if injured, couple up with one of our coaches and experience a game through their eyes, our 
coaches are experienced referees that have a wealth of knowledge about the g ame.  

 
Paul  Smith (RDO)  has a level one coaching course coming up. By going through such a course , 

means that if an injury arises then one, when able, can still have a major roll in the game by 

encouraging referees through coaching.  Winter is a time for dig ging in, but it is also a great 
opportunity to push through with new experiences by learning new skills. Please note the training 

date in Paulôs report 

Stephen Budai  
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FROM THE DESK OF THE RDO; PAUL SMITH  
 
Inspector Level 1 Course  
Saturday 31 July 2010  
AFF Offi ce 

An all day event  

 
Current Level 1 Inspectors can 

reaccredit by attending the course if 
they wish  

 
Please contact RDO 

paul@aucklandfootball.org.nz  for more 

information  

 

Referee Coaching and Meetings  
 
Venu e - Grafton United Cricket 
Clubrooms -  Victoria Park, Halsey 
Street 7.30pm  
 
July  
 
12 July 2010  Quiz Night (Rob Warner organising)  
 

19 July 2010   The Penalty Kick  

   (combined meeting with United Soccer 1)  
   Venue ï North Harbour Stadium ï Sports House 7. 30pm  

 
26 July 2010   FIFA 2010 World Cup (Hester and Hintz)  

 
 
New Members  
 
A very warm welcome to everyone who has recently joined the AFF Referees:  

 
Aggie Head    Level 1 Course May  

Alan Marriott    Returning from 2009  
Frank Wilcox    Level 1 Course May  

Kier an Withers   Level 1 Course May  

John Wright    Level 1 Course May  
 

 

mailto:paul@aucklandfootball.org.nz
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Congratulations  
 
Raphael Barcellos Victoria successfully completed his NZF Level 2 field tests and has been 

awarded Badge No 2192  

 
 

Brisbane Exchange  
 
AFF had the privilege of sen ding Referees 

Martin Neale and Zac Naylor to Brisbane 

as a further step in their development.  
 

For those of you who think this is a bus 
manôs holiday then think again!  

There are many things to overcome travel, 
different time zone, weather conditions, 

gr ound conditions, working with officials 

you may not know, teams who you donôt 
know and likewise they do not know you, 

different coaching mechanisms, different 
training.  

These all need to be overcome so that the referee can give an optimal performance. Thi s is partly 

the reason why the trip is 5 days.  
There will be a presentation made to members at one of the coaching sessions by both Zac and 

Martin so I wonôt steel their thunder in the newsletter. 

  

                     Start of training                                               End of training  

 

 

Raphael Barcellos  
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          Brisbane Football Referee  
 

 

Presentation to Ted Kearney Football 
Brisbane Referees Administrator by 

Paul Smith in recognition of the 
Referee Exchange programme since 

2007  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
NEWS FROM AFF WEBSITE : By Steven  
Upfold  

LONG SERVICE RECOGNISED AND REWARDED         

 

    

Graham Whitford - 2010   

Whitford  joined the Auckland Soccer Referees Association in 1982. He rose 
through the ranks from local football all the way up to Northern Pre mier 

League and National League. In addition to his refereeing, he has been 
looking after the apparel needs of the referees, uniforms, flags, whistleôs and 

providing a service that is second to none around the country.  
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Mate Tolj -  2010   

Tolj has ser ved the game across a number of sectors for a staggering period 

of 44 years since becoming involved with his Central United FC club. In that 

time, he has held every position in the club including making a first team 
appearance as a player. He was president  of the club during the late 1980s 

and was awarded life membership in 1999. Tolj also served as an Auckland 
Football administrator in years gone by and has also totalled approximately 

20 years of service as a referee of the game.  

 

Price among May Award W inners  

Wednesday, June 16, 2010  
 
With two of the country's best referees 
currently at the World Cup, Auckland 
official Jonathan Price played his part in 
keeping whistleblowers in the spotlight 
by taking the Lotto NRFL official of the 
month award for May.  

Price, who has been an NZFC assistant referee  for 
the past three seasons and made his Lotto NRFL 
Premier League debut in 2009, is happy with how 

he performed in May.  

"I think overall May was probably the best month and the games were the hardest I've done  so 

far," Price said.  

The 25 -year -old Kingsway School PE teacher, who officiated in  four matches during the month, 

turned in some excellent performances -  including his appointment as referee to the Lotto NRFL 
Men's Premier League match -up between  East Co ast Bays and Central United.  

Price played the game on and off until 2004  when he  turned his hand to refereeing. He  has since 
taken part in both Auckland and New Zealand Football development programmes, as well as 

national and overseas exchanges, and has d iscovered he thinks he has the base skills to become a 
top official.  

"I'd like to think that I have a good rapport with players and I think top officials need to have 
those social and communication skills and the character to manage players in pressure 

si tuations."  
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It is that crucial  aspect of refereeing that Price also suggests is what New Zealand World Cup 

officials Michael Hester and Peter O'Leary do well and is a big part of the reason the pair are in 
South Africa -  a goal Price himself has for future World Cup events.  

"They way they manage players and always take the opportunity to their best of their ability to 
help keep 22 players on the field," Price says is key to the duo's success.    

"It's also about the subtle things they do like they way  the speak to players. It always means they 
have pretty good games."  

Price made the switch from player to referee when he saw a need to try to help players enjoy 

their football more.  

"I've got a sense of wanting to make sure the game is good for players and I get a buzz out of 

making people feel pleased about their games."  

Hester Set To Make H istory  Wednesday, June 09, 2010  

For the full story Oceania Football Website 

Auckland Football based referee Mike 
Hester will become the first New Zealander 
to tak e charge of a match at a FIFA World 
Cup when he controls Korea Republicôs pool 
game against Greece on June 12.  

He will be joined for the Group B clash by the other 
members of his match officialsô trio, fellow Kiwi Jan 

Hendrik Hintz and Tongaôs Tevita  Maka sini, who 
have both been named as assistant referees for the 

game .                                                                                                    Photo by Sue Wong 

The Oceania Football Confederation (OFC) will also be represented during  the Group C match 
between Algeria and Slovenia at Peter Mokaba Stadium in Polokwane. New Zealand pair Peter 

OôLeary and Brent Best will act as fourth official and reserve assistant referee respectively.  
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FROM THE EDITORôS DESK 

From Derek Dow  

In mid April I enjoyed the assistance 

as ARs of two refereeôs offspring ï 
Vern Dormerôs son Aaron and my 

youngest, Martin, both aged 12 ï while 
officiating at a WD2 game at Murdoch 

Park. To cap off a family affair, Aaronôs 

mother Marika scored the only go al of 
the game with a booming 25 -yard 

shot.  

Since then Martin has qualified as a 

CBR and Aaron is planning to follow 
suit at the earliest opportunity. 

Martinôs elder brother, Dennis, 
obtained his level 1 alongside me in 

2006, so when I realised that my 60 t h 

birthday would fall on a Sunday, I 
decided to mark the occasion by using 

the two boys to run a line. It was sheer 
coincidence that the event was witnessed by one of our referee inspectors, Gary Keegan, who was 

there in his capacity as coach of the Otahuh u WD3  side!  

Photo caption: Martin, Derek and Dennis before the game between Mt Albert 
Ponsonby and O tahuhu e. ï Thank you Derek!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


